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Accent on Safety
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Been there, done that, got the t-shirt!
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watch out for that.. tree
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ask orville!
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monthly awards
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chock talk flight safety with a maintenance slant





Secretary of the Air Force S ejw w-mf
Air Force 50th Anniversary Message

Ll

.. the Air Force celebrates 50 years
as an independent military service. This
Golden Legacy witnessed our fledgling
Air Force emerge from the fire of World
Woar Il and mature into the worlds
premiere air and space force. Todays
world-class airmen carry on this legact
of excellence as they push the envelope
of air and space C;omlnance into the
2lst century.
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Multi-mission air superiority fighter Raptor F-22
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Flight Safety Award of the quarter
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weapons safety award of the quarter
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ground safety award of the quarter


ou can’t see IT, hear IT, or even feel
IT ... in fact, you might not even
5 know IT is there, but IT could kill
you. IT is electromagnetic radiation, or EMR
for short. EMR for us non techno-geeks is sim-
ply the energy released from radio-frequency
(R-F) emitting devices such as radio transmit-
ters, radars, microwave and satellite
transmitters, and even cellular phones and
some personal pagers. It’s the proliferation
of cellular phones and pagers we're worried
about. Why worry? Well, many bases have
things designed to explode. The trick is mak-
ing them explode only when we want them to
... and that’s where EMR poses a threat.

While much of the EMR we're exposed to
daily is harmless, there are times when it can
be dangerous — even deadly. The greatest
danger exists around certain explosives that
are triggered by an electrical impulse. Known
as “electro-explosive” devices, some can col-
lect enough EMR energy to cause an
explosion. Some common electro-explosive
devices include impulse cartridges used to
release bombs from an aircraft and some air-
craft gun ammunition. Bombs, rockets, and
missiles can also have fuses, detonators, or
initiators activated by electrical signals. Fur-
thermore, Explosive Ordnance Disposal teams
often use electrically initiated blasting caps
and squibs.

When cellular phones are turned on — even
when you are not talking to anyone — the
phone broadcasts a continuous R-F signal.
The cellular phone company uses this to lo-
cate your phone when someone dials your
cellular phone number. If your phone’s unique

SMSgt Brian D. Prucey, 2 BW/SEW, Barksdale AFB LA

signal is not detected, a recorded message
alerts the caller that the phone is either
turned off or is out of broadcast range. The
signal your phone emits presents an EMR
hazard.

Most pagers are “receive only,” that is, they
do not emit an R-F signal and thus do not
present a hazard. However, thanks to the
wonders of modern technology, some newer
pagers can transmit a “reply” signal to let the
paging company know the page was received.
This reply signal presents an EMR hazard.
Your pager may not transmit a reply signal,
but that must be validated by the installa-
tion weapons safety office before you can leave
it turned on near an explosives operation.

So how far away is safe? Ten feet? Twenty
feet? More? Well, it depends on the EMR
source and the characteristics of the electro-
explosive device. AFMAN 91-201, Explosives
Safety Standards, requires an EMR analysis
for all R-F devices used around explosives
operations to determine how far away the
device needs to be when operating. The in-
stallation weapons safety staff can determine
the appropriate separation criteria for your
cellular phone or pager. Additionally, squad-
ron and wing Weapons Safety Managers need
to maintain a listing of devices approved for
use around explosives operations. It’s also
important to know that some commanders
have prohibited the use of personal cellular
phones and pagers on flight lines or munitions
storage areas. You need to know the rules at
your location. They’re in place to help elimi-
nate this “UNSEEN DANGER.” R
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The unseen danger
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MSgt Steve Skaggs, HQ ACC/DOSBL, Langley AFB VA

r\

I inding yourselfin a potentially life-
— threatening situation is not the
optimum time to become familiar with the
equipment designed to save your life!
Think back to the last time you sat
through an hour long — or longer — Air-
crew Life Support Continuation Training
(ALSCT) class. Did one of your buddies
have to nudge you back to reality as you
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drifted off to sleep? Or did you spend your
time watching the clock, wondering when
your agony would finally come to an end?
During the training session, did you op-
erate the equipment? Were you actively
involved in your training? If not, you lost
the opportunity to really understand how
the equipment functions and how to fully
utilize it.
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Aircrew safety a life support point of view
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Let's go hunting!





Ithough most bases in ACC have

taken positive steps to reduce

= bird hazards around the airfield,
opposite is true concerning low-level training.

= = Only about 18 percent of all birdstrikes occur on low-

a and assume birds

“level routes and ranges. However, they are by far
the most costly, accounting for 57 percent of
birdstrike damage or about $25 million annually.
The following guide is built on the risk man-
agement process and is designed to assist
units in building a program to reduce

low-level birdstrikes.

STEP 1. IDENTIFY THE
HAZARDS:

. We cannot reduce the risk of
birdstrike damage until we
determine when and where bird
hazards exist in our airspace. It
is important to identify hazard
data as specific as possible in both
time and space. The more accurate
the hazard data, the less restrictive
control measures need to be in

order to reduce the risk.
ere are two ways to locate bird

rds in training airspace. One

% is to use near-real-time observa-

' %and provide warnings to aircrew

ytime between mission planning and

ing. These observations can be made

, data frﬂ current weather radar on a
non-interference basis. Unfortunately, funding
limitations have\prev' ted exploitation of this tech-

g way to locate # s is to analyze historical
11 be

d in the same locations

1
_ i
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ORM and low-level BASH








QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS
CONCERNING DATA ON THIS
PAGE SHOULD BE
ADDRESSED TO HQ ACC/SEF,
MAJ “E.T.” MOORE
DSN: 574-8816
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CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
%k IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
sk OUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS

*k (SUCCESSFUL/UNSUCCESSFUL)

0 1.1 0.8 1.2 1.0 0.9 1.0 14 21| 19
0 0 0 0.6 1.0 0.8 1.6 2.1 2.1 2.3 22 | 2.6
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.2 1.0 1.7 | 15
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.2 1.1 1.0 09| 16
0 0 0 0 0 1.1 1.0 0.8 0.8 2.1 19| 1.8
0 0 0 1.7 1.4 1.1 2.9 2.5 2.3 2.7 25| 23
0 3.4 2.4 1.8 29 2.3 2.0 1.7 1.5 14 31| 29
0 0 0 0 0 0 1.0 1.7 1.5 2.0 1.8 | 23
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 5.7 4.7 4.0 3.5 6.4 5.8 53 | 4.9
0 1.9 1.3 2.2 1.8 2.2 1.9 1.7 2.0 1.8 20 | 19
0 3.8 2.6 3.3 2.7 3.0 2.6 2.2 2.0 2.2 20| 2.2
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 6.3 4.2 3.1 5.2 6.1 5.3 4.7 4.2 4.1 40 | 3.9
TOTAL 0 1.3 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.4 1.2 1.0 1.2 1.1 19| 1.8
FYo97| O 1.9 1.3 1.7 1.9 2.0 23 2.4 24 2.5 23| 24
MONTH OCT| NOV| DEC| JAN | FEB | MAR| APR| MAY| JUN | JUL | AUG | SEP
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Accolades Class a mishap comparison rate
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Cancer: a medical mishap?





SrA AnnaBelle White, 1 AMDS /|SGPM, Langley AFB VA

their peak of the year. With this increase in kitchen activities comes a need

to observe some basic precautions. Raw meats such as beef, pork, and poultry
have natural bacteria that thrive on improper handling and preparation. Here are a few
safety tips for cooking that could help ensure your Holiday Season remains an enjoyable
one.

g%“.l " ith the holidays quickly approaching, cooking and baking are soon to reach
/

* Thaw frozen raw meat in a refrigerator that maintains a temperature of 41° Fahrenheit (F) or
below and not on a counter top. Plan on at least 24 hours of thaw time per 5 pounds of
meat.

* Thoroughly wash your hands, utensils, and work surfaces with hot, soapy water before
and after handling raw meat to prevent cross-contamination.

«  With poultry, wash both the inside and outside with cold water before cooking.
« If you are stuffing a turkey, do so just prior to cooking.

+ To ensure your meat is thoroughly cooked, insert a meat thermometer into the thickest
part of the meat. Beef, ham, and pork should reach 165° F for at least a minute. The
proper temperature for turkey and other poultry is 180° F, and the internal stuffing must
reach 165° F

* Do not allow meat to sit out in temperatures between 41° F and 140° F for longer than 2
hours; these are ideal temperatures for bacteria (such as salmonella) to grow and cause 7
food poisoning. by 7

* When saving leftovers for snacking or quick meals, store them promptly and properl}‘/. ? <‘
Store all items (such as stuffing, grayy, ham, and turkey) separately. It is recomme ed'\ £ 4f
that you separate the meat from, h '4}}' axﬂd divide it into smaller portions for ra S
cooling. If any items have be 1 m | perature for longer than 2 hours
- discard them. $4 ” : {i
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Safe Holiday cooking




